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"Take over’
riles traders

Park plan alarm sparks UTAS talks

MORE Hobart business own-
ers have spoken about their
concerns over plans for a new
parklet on Melville St, with
one claiming he had already
been hit by what he felt was a
takeover of the city by the Uni-
versity of Tasmania.

bought the building he was in.

“It was January 2018, and
my landlord came to me and
said he'd been offered a mass-
ive amount for his property
and he had to sell,” Mr Bastick
said

“We left the day they took
ownership because we didn't
want to be pushed out.”

The store has been operat-
ing since 1979, initially located
inside McCann’s Music, before
moving next doorin 1991

Mr Bastick took ownership
in 2008 and said that he
wouldnt have moved if he
wasn't forced to.

“Wefound out quite early it -

the university was “taking
over” the CBD.:
“We're against this push to

'buy more of the town,” he said.

“The uni are telling the
council what they want and

the coundil are saying ‘How ing

highdoyou want ustojump?.”

Sheepskin and Opal World
manager Allyca Williams said
she only found out about the
Melville St parklet plan on Fri-
day from other operators.

“] think it's a terrible idea
It's going to stop people from
coming to our store,” she said.

“It will affect all businesses

hesaid
Mr Robinson said he was

mmuum& abo concemed about the ac- ey gstoednenonn

Shane Bastick, of McCann's Model World.

cessibility of his business to
customers and delivery trucks.
And like Mr Bastick, he was
also worried about the univer-
sity “taking over” thecity.
“They just seem to be buy-
upruleﬂem.dghmd
centre,” Mr Robinson said.
AUTASspokumnmda

proposals were being devel-

oped for an inner-city cam-

pus,”the spokesman said.
“When we became aware of

50 special about it now.”
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CBD claims rile coundil

We're being pressured over UTAS, say traders

KENJI SATO
HOBARTCRyCund"mhn

ing next to them, they could

business owners can be treated

with such utter contempt,” she
said.

“Why is it that traders’ con-
tributions are considered

olds hit back at the suggestion
that council was i
businesses to leave the CBD.

Ms Reynolds said council
had to balance the needs of

will not, dictate what small
businesses should do and

Warren said the group feared
being squeezed out of its Eliza-
beth St address because of the
lack of parking caused by
UTAS.

She said many of their cus-
tomers, donors and volunteers
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had stopped tuming up be-
cause of how difficult it was to
find a spot.

“With these new parklets
out here we have seen a de-
cline, particularly in our eld-
edylong—mmnmoms, she

'lls all well and good to
have people come once every
six months, but we used to
have them coming every week.

“They don't come because
the city is so unwelcoming if
you drive a car now.”
enj sato@news com ay
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UTAS parklet development for Melville St draws ire of shop

Traders see red over uni
plan to green city heart

BUSINESS owners are frustrated by
plans for a small park on Melville St,
and fear it will reduce trade.

A group of more than 30 business
owners and operators is against the
proposal, the development appli-
cation for which is now open for rep-

resentations.

The DA lodged by the University
of Tasmania involves closing one
lane of traffic to make way for the
parklet and includes planters, street

eateries but all day they sit empty,
theyreunllyonlymdbysmolex
Women's Association

said parklets on Elizabeth St had al-
ready caused

“We've already noticed a decline
in the city since the dining decks
hm been installed,” Ms Warren

He said apart from one shop
o-mrfewh\ewabwllhephn

furniture, power and lighting.
The uni hopes to i
more green space to the CBD (inset)

as part of its masterplan to move its
campus from Sandy Bay to the dity.
CBD property Denis

in every shop we've
bmnohldn\he-daboun.hﬁn'l
been consulted and are not happy
they're going to lose their important
street lane,” he said.

Mr

'Wejmﬁn'ueemepmpkw
used to see on a regular basis. We've

“The Country Women's Associ-
nmﬁnshophubcenhcelorn
" she said.

years,
‘lnhisgoaahndwedonnmnk
we'll
Grant McCarthy, owner of Eliza-
beth St store Easy Sew, said many
customers who visited the store
needed to be able to easily access
vehicles.

glflshopm:nagerlohuunWm their

“We've got a demographic of cus-
tomers that fall into the middle-aged,
e&ﬂya!my.'mhk(lr\hyn!d

H::Wzymdlh

e said a business
was sewing machine

and repair, and that the machines
were too heavy to carry for longer
distances.

24 Mr McCarthy was disappointed in

would install more parklets in the fu-
ture. “When we read a bit further in
the proposal, they're replicating it
further on this street (Melville Street,
outside Easy Sew) down the track as
well,” Mr McCarthy said.

A spokeswoman for the City of
Hobart said i can be
made until November 23.

A UTAS spokesman said it had
consulted a range of people on the
proposal. “We've consulted publicly
on the temporary parklet proposal
with a range of stakeholders includ-

i immediate

some of what people told us they
wankdmlhecny  more greenery,

spon- “I've actually had a ity rep
%_ and he basically said
 we're| apark at the end, it 1l be

w!bemld.lnﬂhtwnn. hesul.
He was the

“We ‘lndlupmmn
people might have reservations and
we will be looking to speak with con-
cerned traders in coming days.”

-

owners who fear lost parking will hurt busmess




